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Oc: 
Mrs. SARAH CLARK, 
the worthy Relict of 


my ever honoured Friend and Father 
the late Reverend Do c TOR CLARk, 
; ths SERMON 
is moſt reſpectfully inſcribed, 
as a ſincere and affectionate 
tho? inconſiderable Token 
of- tender Sympathy with her, 
and of indelible Veneration 
for the exemplary Character 
of the DEAR DECEASED, 


by her moſt obliged 
and faithful humble Servant, 


5 . P. DoppaipGs, 


Jon xi. 35. 
Feſus wept. 


H E only begotten Son of Gop, while 
| he ſojourned in Human | Fleſh, paſſed 
through a ſad Variety of Calamities, and 
on the whole bore all that a humane Heart, untaint- 
ed with Guilt, and untouched with Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience, could ſuffer z that he might learn to pity 
us more affectionately under the like Sorrows; that 
he might lay in for us a Stock of divine Conſola- 
tions; and eſpecially, that he might teach us by 
his ſacred Example to avoid the oppoſite and fatal 
Extremes, of deſpiſing the Chaſtening of the Lord, and 
fainting when we are rebuked by him (a). Let us learn 
of him; and while we feel our Afflictions like Men, 
we ſhall bear them as the Children of Gop, and 
the Heirs of Glory. | * 
Wr here view our bleſſed Redeemer in a Cir- 
cumſtance, in which moſt of us have frequently, and 
alas! very lately been; and in which, ſhould our 
Lives be prolonged, we may again and again be; 
a Circumſtance, which is the common Lot of More 
tality, and muſt of courſe be the moſt frequent 
Affliction of thoſe who are - richeſt in dear and 
valuable Friends, and which will be moſt tenderly 
felt by thoſe who beſt deſerve to enjoy them. Tis 
the ſad Tribute, and I had almoſt ſaid, the fad 
Equivalent, which in theſe Regions of -Death -we 


* pay 
| (a) Heb, Xil. 5. 
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pay for loving and being beloved. We ſee. Jzsvs 
approaching the new Grave of a Friend; of ſuch a 
Friend, as Providence and Grace had concurred to 
render, i in ſome Meaſure, worthy of thoſe precious 
and honourable Tears, which were now dropped 


upon his Tomb, It was Lazarus of Bethany. We 


know the tender Story too well, to need a large 
Rehearſal of it in Moments ſo precious as theſe. 
We know, that when Jzsvus drew near to Bethany 
ſoon after the Interment of his deceaſed Friend, 
and was going with his Siſters and a Train of other 
Mourners to his Grave, he wept. We fhall en- 
quire into the Cauſe of theſe Tears, —ſhall conſider 
abe uſeful Leſſons we may naturally learn from them, 


And then ſhall give the few remaining Moments 


of our Time to what is peculiar to the fad Occaſion 
of our | preſent Aſſembly, te Death of the truly 
reverend, pious, and amiable Dofor Clark ; con- 
cerning whom I think 1 may juſtly ſay, and your 
Conſciences will atteft how juſtly, that we have 
perſonally known few, over whoſe Tomb CRRIS 
would more probably have wept, had he ſtood 
near it in mortal Fleſh, May this ſeaſonable Re- 
view of bis Tears over Lazarus regulate and ſanctify 
thoſe, which ſo naturally flow from our Eyes in the 
preſent Circumſtance, where almoſt every Object 

we behold calls them up aſreſn 


I. Lr us conſider on what Accounts we may 
probably ſuppoſe that our blefled Redeemer now 
I. 
— we can do to anſwer this Enquiry is, to 
take an attentive Survey of the Circumſtances of 
the Cafe, fo far as our Information reaches; that 
we may obſerve what occurred in them, proper to 
have impreſſed a wife and benevolent Mind. For 
though we pretend not to limit the infinitely more 


eapacious Views of our Divine Maſter, yet we may 
laſſure 


of tbe Rev. Dr. CLARK. 7 
aſſure ourſelves that nothing materia: and impor- 
tant was paſſed over by him without due Regard. 
On theſe Principles we may naturally obſerve, 
that our Lord was now near a Grave,—the 
Grave of a pious and amiable Friend, ſurround- 
ed with a Train of affectionate Mourners,—and 
with ſome obſtinate Sinners in his View, who were 
bringing upon themſelves dreadful and final De- 
ſtruction, | | r 


- 


1. Our Lord was now going to viſit « Greee 3 
and that might awaken tome Meltings of 
Compaſſion, R N 


He vas coming to a Place, where the King of Terrors 
had lately erected a new Trophy, and given a Speci- 
men of his univerſal Triumph. Now had CHAIN 
been a Stranger to the Perſon of Lazarus, it might 
have touched him to think of his untimely Fate, 
(for untimely it ſeems to have been ;) to have ſeen 
the ſad Monuments of Mortality before his Eyes, 
and have thought, This is the Sepulchre of La- 
« Zarus : He, who but a little while ago was in 
* the Prime and Vigour of his Days, and in the 
« ample Enjoyment of what Earth could afford 
„ to make him happy“, is now the Priſener of the 
* Grave : The Reſidue of his Days is cut 'off in the 
« Midſt (b) ; and how many Purpoſes are broken! 

„ how many Hopes are blaſted ! How melancholy 
| . «© Change 


I have here taken it for granted, that Lazarus was a 

Man, and in proſperous Circumſtances of Life. We —7— 
bably conclude the former, as we only read of his Sifters, but 
of no Wife or Children, and from his living ſo long after this, as 
Tradition tells us he did. The latter ſeems very evident, not 
only from their numerous Acquaintance at Jeruſalem, (Fobn xi. 
10 but alſo from the ſplendid Entertainment aſterwards men- 
tioned, Jabn xi 2, 3. Compare Luke x. 38, & h. 
) Ia. axxvim 1o, 
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«a Change from yonder elegant and pleaſant 
« Manſion, to this Houſe of Darkneſs and of Si- 
« lence, from the chearful Converſe of his af- 
« fectionate Siſters, and theſe numerous Friends 
ho are fondly prolonging their Attendance 
though the Rites of his Funeral are ended! He 
« who was thus beloved and careſſed, is already 
0 brought to ſay io Corruption, Thou art my Father ; 
*« and to the Worm, Thou art my Mother and my Siſ- 
« ter (e).“ 

« Sap Change!“ might any of us naturally 
have ſaid on ſuch an Occaſion ; © melancholy 


 & Cataſtrophe ! not of Lazarus alone, but of the 


« whole Human Nature! For this is the End of all 
« Men (d); this the Houſe appointed for all Liv- 
„ ing (e)“ Here their Magnificence and Power, 
their Beauty and Vigour, their Learning and Wiſdom, 
be they ever ſo remarkable, muſt ere long mingle 
with Meanneſs and lodigence, Deformity and 
Weakneſs, Ignorance and Folly, Here the Hu- 
man Frame, that Maſterpiece of the Divine Con- 
trivance, which wears ſo much of the Image of its 
Maker, mult ere long be thrown aſide as 4 broken 
Veſſel in which. there is no Pleaſure (f) e And all the 
preſent Generation of Men, and all that are to 
ariſe in future Ages and moſt diſtant Nations, 
hall in their Turns lye as low as Lazarus. Such are 
the awful Monuments of the Divine Diſpleaſure for 
that iiſt Offence ; when as by one Man Sin entered 
into the World, and Death by Sin, fo the Sentence of 
Death paſſed upon all Men, as all, bad ſinned in 
bim (g). Hither, even to the Darkneſs, the Abaſe- 
ment, the Putrefa&tion. of be Grave, are they all 
travelling through a Road of Diſappointment and 
Vanity, of Pain and Sorrow. Thus are the gl 

| na 


(e) Job xvii. 14. (a) Fecleſ. vii, 2. (e) Job xxx. 23. 
10 Pſal. xxxi. 12. Jer. xxl, 28. (2) Rom. v. 12. 
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nal Glories of Man tarniſhed and withered, and 
his Paradiſe turned into a Golgotha ! And all this to 
the apoſtate Creature is only the Beginning of Pu- 
niſhment and Miſery, did not Sovereign Grace in- 
terpoſe for his Deliverance, 

Wnuo can ſay, that ſuch natural and obvious 
Thoughts as theſe, did not now ariſe in the Mind 
of the bleſſed Jesus ? Who can think it impoſſi- 
ble, that he ſhould thus from the Tomb of Lazarus 
take a View of this wide Ruin, and drop a com- 
paſſionate Tear over the various Miſeries of mor- 
tal Man? But ſuch Reflections as theſe, might 
have ariſen from the Funeral of one, who had been 
an entire Stranger to him: We are therefore far- 
ther to conſider, | 


2. TyHaT our Lord was now attending the 
Grave of a pious and amiable Friend ; and 
on that Account it would be very natural 
for him to weep, | 


Tur Evangeliſt takes particular Care to tell us, 
ver. 5. that IEsus loved Lazarus, and Martha, and 
Mary; nor do we read of any Family, in Which 
he more frequently lodged when he came up to 
Feruſalem, or where he converſed with more Free- 
dom and Endearment. We may therefore aſſure 
ourſelves, that on the Death of Lazarus the Re- 
membrance of this intimate Friendſhip would be re- 
collected by the faithful and affectionate Jzsvs 
with due Regard : And accordingly we ſee, 
that when he would inform his Followers of this 
mournful Providence, he uſes this kind Language, 
ver. 11. Our Friend Lazarus ſleepeth, Where by 
the way we may obſerve, that he not only ſpeaks 
of him by the Appellation of Friend, but repreſents 
his Death as a Sleep; as if there were ſomething in 


the Word dead, fo harſh and doleful that he hardly 
B knew 


—— — 
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knew how to connect it with ſo dear a Name . 
Now on the ſame Principles it is natural to con- 
clude, that when our Lord came to the Houſe of 
his deceaſed Friend, and faw the Apartments or 
- Gardens, in which he had often converſed with 
him to their mutual Delight; when he reviewed 
the Places, in which they had zaken ſweet Counſel 
zogether, and from whence they had gone to the Houſe 
of God in Company ; the Recoli:&ion muſt naturally 
awaken a tender Sorrow, not unlike what we feel 

on ſuch an Occaſion. $81 hal 
CHRIST could not fail to recollect, what a 
Friend Lazarus had been to him and to his In- 
tereſts, and according to his Ability to the Village 
of Bethany, and the City of Jeruſalem, whence fo 
many came to pay their laſt Office of Reſpect to 
his Remains. Had he been employed in the M. 
niſterial Work, (as I think Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory tells 
us, that after his Reſurrection he was,) his Fidelity 
and Zeal under that Character would, no doubt, 
have been tenderly recollected. As it was, we 
may aſſure ourſelves, that if CyRisT will another 
Day acknowledge ſo cheap a Kindneſs as @ Cup of 
cold Water beſtowed on a Diſciple in his Name (h), 
he could not poſſibly forget, how hoſpitably he 
had bimſelf been entertained by Lazarus; how 
chearfully, and how thankfully, that generous Man 
had opened, not only his Houſe, but his Heart to 
him, and to the leaſt of his Servants, who no 
doubt had been cordially welcome to him for his 
Maſter's Sake. A Tear over the Grave of ſuch a 
Friend might have ſeemed but an equitable Tri- 
| | 3 bute, 


+ So as Mr. Rollin has obſerved with his uſual Elegance and 
Propriety, when Hamer deſcribes Antilochus as bringing Word to 
Achilles of the Death of his Friend Patroclut, he makes him 
only ſay, Keilar Tal pov, Patroclus is fallen. Roll. Man. 
de Etud. Vol. i. pag. 407. | 

(h) Mat. x. 42. 


* _ _ 
3 ona - 


Oi — SJ * 22 ——ͤ— > 
— 


3 _ 
— r 


- at Res) 
0 


— 


. 
[ 
| 
[ 


m—_— 
—— E—— —— — OR — 


Wc 15 92 = 
CI BIB LS wo Soc 2 


— 
. 


—— —_ 


I CSP LIES 


| e the Rev. Dr. Crank. 11 
bute, had it fallen from any other Eye; and a 
common Spectator would have thought of no far- 
ther Cauſe. Accordingly the Jeus who were pre» 
ſent, made this Reflection upon it, ver. 36. Behold, 
bow he loved bim] which by the way ſeems to inti- 
mate, that it was not wh a Drop or two, which 
filently ſtole down the "Cheeks of our Lord, but 
that it was a copious Shower; and as before it is 
expreſsly ſaid, that he groaned in Spirit, ſo perhaps 
ſome ſtrong Geſtures might concur to expreſs his 
Grief. And though the immediate Proſpect of 
the Reſurreftion of Lazarus would adminiſter a 
Relief peculiar to this Caſe ; yet the Thoughts of 
thoſe Agonies through which he had paſſed, of 
the melancholy Situation in which the Body now 
lay, and perhaps of the Death he was again to 
encounter, and from which he ſhould not ariſe till 
the Heavens were no more, might all contribute 
to melt the compaſſionate Heart of the bleſſed IR- 
sus; eſpecially in Concurrence with what we are 
next to mention : For, | 


3. Oux Lord certainly wep!, out of Compaſſion 
to ſurviving Relatives and Friends, whom 
he faw almoſt overwhelmed with their Sor- 
row, _ 


Tus Reaſon is expreſsly aſſigned in the 33d 
Verſe: When Jeſus ſaw ber (that is, Mary) weeping, 
and the Fews alſo weeping which came with ber, he 
groaned in Spirit, and was troubled. The original Ex- 

reſſion * properly ſignifies, be troubled or afflifted 
25 ; that is, he gave the Reins in ſome meaſure 
to his Grief; he allowed a Set of Sorrowful Ideas 
to ariſe and lodge in his Mind, which he could at 
pleaſure have baniſhed or exchanged: And thus 
he ſer himſelf to practiſe that Leſſon, which he 
| B 2 ; after- 
ſſapat ty talſon. | at 
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afterwards taught by his Apoſtle, of weeping with 
them that weep (1). | 

Axp indeed, it was in this Reſpe& a very mov- 
ing Scene, which may juſtly demand @ Tear from 
us in the Review of it. Had the Deceaſed left be- 
hind him an affectionate Widow, who might have 
ſeemed bur half to ſurvive, while what ſhe eſteem- 
ed the better Part of herſelf had been torn away; or 
had a Train of lovely Children. appeared, in ſuch 
various Gradations of filial Sorrow as their reſpective 
Ages might have admitted, like tender Flowers 
drooping their Heads ſurcharged with Rain; we 
may reaſonably conclude, a ſuitable Sympathy would 
have been extended to them, and an additional Tear 
have been given to each. But here were the Two 
pious Siſters, whom Friendſhip and Grace had con- 
curred to join in ſuch . endearing Bonds to the 
Deceaſed, and to Jesvs himſelf. The Jews alſo 
were weeping , partly for Lazarus, partly for his 
Sifters, and partly for themſelves ; and perhaps ſome 
of them, for that Sorrow which  Jesvs himſelf diſ- 
covered in his Aſpect and Deportment, before theſe 
Tears fell, Now we cannot wonder,. that this pe- 
netrated the Heart of CurisT yet more deeply, 
when he ſaw Grief reflected from Breaſt to Breaſt, 
and each affectionate Friend in that mournful Aſ- 
ſembly bearing (as it were) the Burthen of all.—--- 


What I now ſee before me, what I perſuade myſelf 


we all feel, gives me ſo lively an Idea of this Part 
of my Subject, that it will ſcarce permit me to 
purſue it. I will only add, that if there were 
any of the Spectators then preſent, who did not 
weep with the reſt, and bore no Part in fo general 
a Lamentation, even they might perhaps be an Oc- 
caſion of yet greater Diſtreſs to him, who always 
formed the trueſt Eſtimate of Things, and ſaw 
through every fallacious Appearance by which our 

| Wy Ignorance 


6) Rom. xii. 15. 
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Ignorance and Credulity are daily miſsled: Which 
leads me to add, ; 


4. Tu Lord Jzsvs-CarisT himſelf might 
juſtly weep, to think of that dreadful Ruin 
which was coming on /ome preſent for their 
continued Impenitency and Unbelief. 


Hz who ſaw what was in Man, undoubtedly 
diſcerned that Malignity of Heart, which ſo ſoon 
bore ſome of them to contrive the Death of Laza- 
rus (k), that he might not remain a living Teſti- 
mony of CHRIST's miraculous Power; and which 
would ſo ſoon lead them to reject the yet more im- 
portant Evidence of his Miſſion, produced by his 
own Reſurrection from the Dead, expreſsly foretold 
and appealed to in that View. He faw all the 
dreadful Conſequences of this Obſtinacy, in their 
utter Ruin by the Romans : And as Hell was open 
to him, and Deſtruction had no Covering (1), he fore- 
ſaw diſtinctly the Horrors of their ' guilty Spirits, 
when they entered theſe gloomy Regions; and the 
increaling Horrors that ſhould ſeize them in the 
Judgment-Day, when in their Graves they ſhould 
bear the Voice of the Son of Gop, and come forth 
to the Reſurrection of eternal Damnation (m). And 
though our Lord could not but on the whole ap- 
prove of that Vengeance, by which a righteous Gop 
would plead his Cauſe, and revenge the Quarrel of 
his rejected Goſpel ;3 yet ſome Scntiments of Pity 
mingled themſelves with the View, as when he had 
lately wept over Jeruſalem (n): Jult as a humane 
and compaſſionate Judge looks with Compaſſion 
on thoſe Criminals, whom for wiſe, and on the 
whole, benevolent Reaſons, he gives up to De- 
ſtruction. But I mention this only incidentally, 

as 


(K) John xii. 10. (1) Job xxvi. 6. 
(m) John v. 28, 29. (n) Luke xix. 41. 
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as it is not hinted at in the Context, and has no 
immediate Connection with the Event which is. now 
ſo ready to engroſs our Thoughts. We have 
_ teen the Cauſe of theſe Tears; and now, | 


II. Lew us conſider to what Purpoſes of practical 
Edification we may improve them. 

THz following Reflections may naturally ariſe 
from the Subject; and I hope, it may be uſeful to 
dwell a while upon each of them. 


1. Ta1s may ſerve to vindicate a compaſſionate 
Temper, from the Imputation of contempri- 
ble Weakneſs. 


Tux Fierceneſs of ſome Minds, and the Indo- 
lence of others, leads them to deſpiſe thoſe whom they 
frequently ſee under the Impreſſion of tender Pal- 
ſions. But wherefore ſhould. they deſpiſe them,? 
Surely when Gop implanted in our Nature theſe 
melting Emotions of Soul, he intended them for 
ſome valuable Purpoſe ; and not that we ſhould 
look upon them as Weeds, to be rooted out of 
every well cultivated Soil. I am ſure, we cannot 
learn any ſuch Stoical Maxims from the Word of 
Go ; for there, not only the moſt eminent Saints, 
but many of the braveſt Heroes, are deſcribed 
with the ſofteſt Sentiments of Humanity about 
them, and are frequently painted in Tears F. What 
greater Names has the Old Teſtament Hiſtory tranſ- 
mitted to us, than thoſe of Abrabam(o) and Foſeph(p), 

. dot, Davi 


+ So thoſe of Homer, and Virgil, are often * ; 
which plainly ſhews, that thoſe moſt judicious Diſcerners of 
Human Nature thought, there was nothing in fach a Turn 
of Mind inconſiſtent with the moſt exalted Courage and Mag- 
nanimity. ers 

(o) Gen, axiii, 2. (p) Gen, xlii. 24. Xlii, 30, xlvi. 29. J. 1, 
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David (q) and Fenathan (r), Hezekiah (s) and 
Feremiah (t)? Yet we are told of various Oc- 
caſions on which they wept, And the 'Tears of 
Paul, that great Chriſtian Hero, who could fo 
couragiouſly face Impriſonment and Martyrdom 
for the Cauſe of Truth and Goodneſs, are fre- 
quently ſpoken of, either in his Hiſtory, or his Let- 
ters (u). But a greater than theſe is here: F ESUS 
wept, In the Days of his Fleſh, he poured out 
Tears, not only under the Preſſure of his own per- 
ſonal Sorrow, but ſometimes out of Compaſſion 
for others : And he particularly did it in the In» 
ſtance before us, though he was to receive a pub- 
lick Honour, which rendered this Day one of the 
moſt illuſtrious of thoſe which preceeded his own 
Reſurrection. He behaved in every Circumſtance 
of his Conduct, with a Dignity worthy of his ge- 
neral Character, and of the preſent Occaſion * ; 
as one equal to the great Work to be performed, 
and no Way elevated or tranſported at the ſignal 
Honour it did him : Yet (to allude to an Expreſ- 
ſion of Fob concerning himſelf,) while he was 
amongſt them with a Majeſty beyond that of 4 
King even in his Army, he tempered that Majeſty 
with the gentleſt Sympathy which could have 
been expected from one, whoſe profeſſed Buſineſs 
it was to comfort the Mourners (x). Surely in this 
Reſpect, as well as every other, the Diſciple is not 
above bis Maſter (y) ;, nor can thoſe Marks of Ten- 

| derneſs - 


(d) 1 Sam. xxx. 4. 2 Sam. i. 12. iii. 32. xiii. 36, xviii. 33. 
(r) 1 Sam. xx. 41. (8) 2 Kings xx. 3. Iſai. xxxviii, 3. 

t) jer. ix. 1. xiii. 17. xiv. 17. xlviii. 32. Lam. i. 16. ii. 18. 
(u) Acts xx. 19, 31. 2 Cor. ii. 4. Phil. iii. 18. 

This is moſt beautifully illuſtrated by the Reverend Dr. 
Lardner, in his Vindication of this Story againſt Mr. Woolflon's 
Objections; which is written with a Spirit of Criticiſm as juſt 
and noble, as that of his Antagoniſt was falſe, invidious, an 

(x) Job xxix. 25. (y) Mat. x. 24. 
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derneſs be a Reproach to us, which were not un- 
becoming in bim. In Circumſtances like theſe in 
which Jesvs wept, Tears are ſo far from being an 
unmanly Weakneſs, that they may rather be called 
(as they are by one of the molt celebrated of the 
Roman Poets, "noſtri Pars optima Senſus,) one of the 
moſt amiable Parts in the Conſtitution of Human 


Nature; which Gop ſeems to have provided on 


urpoſe, that we might be able to give each other 
a ſenſible Token of Commiſeration and Affection, 
which cannot ſo eafily be counterfeited as fond 
Words may; and he has taken Care, that while 
they teſtify our Paſſions, they ſhould alſo eaſe them, 
and unload the 'Heart when almoſt ready to FO 
under its Preſſure. 


2, Ws may alſo learn from the preceding 
Diſcourſe, what may be of uſe to direct our 
Compaſſion in the molt affectionate Workings 
of | it. 


Wx well know, that the bleſſed Jzsvs had all 
the Paſſions in the moſt harmonious Order, and 
that the Symmetry of his Soul was entirely un- 
broken. We may therefore aſſure ourſelves, that 
Tears which flow from the Conſiderations on which 


he ſhed them, are the Drops of Wiſdom and of 


Virtue. 

To weep with bim over the Grave of 4 departed 
Friend, eſpecially of one remarkable for Piety and 
Uſefulneſs, is moſt eaſy and natural. The more 
difficult Taſk will be, to reſtrain thoſe Tears within 
ſuch Bounds, that they may not ſwell into a Tor- 
rent, which will bear down our Comforts, our 
5 s, and our Graces. But while they are duly 

erated, and ſubmitted to the great Lord of 
Life we ſhelter ourſelves under the great Example 


of Jxsus. And indeed, without ſuch an Autho- 
rity 
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rity, our Sorrows on ſuch an Occaſion might be 
vindicated, not only as a Tribute of Humanity 
due to the Living as well as the Dead, but in ſome 
Degree as a proper Expreſſion of our pious Humi- 
liation under Gop's rebuking Hand. For nothing 
is an Affliction, any farther than it is felt; and the 

very End of Providence with Reſpect to us would 
be fruſtrated, if our Hearts were not | deeply pe- 
netrated and impreſſed by the Stroke. 

BuT let not perſonal and domeſtick Calamities 
ingrok all the. Tenderneſs of our Souls. Let our 
Compaſſions ſpread themſelves all abroad, and 
take in every proper Object which may fall under 
their Notice. Let us endeavour to paſs through 
the World, as the Friends of Gon, and of Man- 
kind; as thoſe, who have a cordial Affection for 
the whole Human Species, and being ourſelves Men' 
can think no human; Concera entirely foreign to 
our Hearts. Let us often think of the State of 
Human Nature in general; how it is defaced and 
pained, and wounded even to Death: How Man 
grows up to Lamentation and Mourning; and 
every Age, and Station, and Circumſtance, has its 
Affliction! Even tender and innocent Iufanq is not 
excepted ; thoſe little helpleſs Strangers in Life, 
though they have not ſinned after ibe Similitude of 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion (2), are born under the Sentence 
of it: What Numbers of them are brought into 
the World, only to ſmart, and weep, and die 
And in other Inſtances, when the Human Bloſſom 
begins to open, and the beautiful Colours diſcover 
themſelves in the Bud, how does it wither before 
it be fully grown Children, who have all the 
Charms and all the Hopes their early Age can 
admit, ſeem to have been ſpared for a few Years, 
only to take a deeper Root in a Parent's Heart, that 
it mY ake and bleed the more, when they are 

plucked 


) Rom. v. 14. 
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plucked up, ſometimes by a ſadden Stroke, and 
ſometimes by a flow Progreſs which prolongs to 
Weeks and Months that dreadfut Operation by 
which we are loſing a Part of ourſelves. Doutbs are 
taken away in the full Bloom and Vigour of their 
Nature, in the gay deluſive Dream of their mortal 


Hopes. And we who ſurvive, find ſo many Thorns 
* ſpringing up in our moſt pleaſing Paths, that we are 


ſometimes tempted, with him who knew moſt of 
the Magnificence and Luxury of Life, and fo moſt 


of its Vanity, to bleſs be Dead which are alrtady dead, 
ruiber than the Living which are yet alive (a). Such 


is the Courſe of mortal Man. Thus are we, like the 
rebellious ¶Mfraelites, doomꝰd to wander in the Wil 
derneſs, with but one Certainty before us in it, the 
ſad Afﬀurance of dropping our Carcaſes there! 
Surely had we no diſtinct and peculiar Sorrows of 
our own, we might feel thoſe of this unhappy Fa- 
mily to which we are allied; and there would be 
an evident Propriety, as well as Humanity, in 
the Tears we ſhed for it. Yet while we are la- 
menting its ruined State, let us own the righteous 
Sentence of that Gop, who is thus conſuming our 
Days in Fanity, and ow Years in Trouble (b), fo that 
we ſpend them as @ Tale that is told, or rather, as 
the Word might be much better tranſlated, lite « 
Sigh or a Groan (e. as 
Bu there is another Subject of yet juſter La- 

mentation, to which our Thoughts are directed by 
what we have now been hearing; I mean, that 
Obftinacy of Heart, with which Multitudes reef the 
Counſel. of God againſt ibemſelues, and deſpiſe that 
ſovereign Remedy which Divine Grace has pro- 
vided for all their Sorrows in the everlaſting Got- 
pel. How many wilfully make themſelves; as it 
were, blind and deaf, 4% they ſhould fee toith their 
FE. Eyes; 

(a) Ectleſ. iv. 2, bb) Pal, Iaxvili, 33. 
(e) Pal. xc. 9. nan ty | | 


of the Rev. Dr. CLARK. 19 


Zyes, and bear with their Ears, and be converted and 
Bealed (d). Dying Souls are a fad Spectacle indeed; 
eſpecially, when they are dying under the Means 
and Offers of Life, and aggravate their Ruin by 
the only Method of Cure. Where is the Faith af 
Chriſtians, if we do not regard them as on the 
Borders of eternal Ruin? and where is the Ten- 
derneſs of Human Nature, if we can ſee them with 
Indifference in ſo dangerous and miſerable a State? 
David beheld the Tranſgreſſors, and was grieved (e) 3 
and Rivers of Waters ran daun his Eyes, becauſe Men 
kept not God's Law (H). Will it be leis fatal, to re- 
ject his Gp; Or ſhould we be lefs impreſſed, 
when the Tears of the Redeemer over periſbing Sin- 
ners are added to all the other moving Conſidera- 
tions, which attend their Caſe ? Ob that our Head 
were Malers, and our Eyes were Fountains of Tears (g). 
(hat cue might weep Day and Night, for gur Neigh- 
bours, our F fiene, it may be ſome of our deareſt 
Relatives tao! who ſeem ſo near to that State, 
where there will he perpetually weeping aud wailing, 
and even graſping of Teeth (h) ; where the Torment 
of all the raging, ſhall be added to the N 1 
the mourning Paſſions. 


3. Wirn what Chearfulaeſs may we 5 

chis compaſſionate Saviour, when we are wech- 
ing on Dy ons as IR * bis own 
Tears? | | 


I M164T take ac from * to argue 
the Epcouragements we have, at all Times, and on 
all Occaſions, to apply ourſelves 0 Him, 148. (ac- 

cording: to the Apaltle's Repreſentation) 4 High 
Prise who can be touched with the Feeling of gur In: 
Aniaities 0) 5 or Wr 50 8 Dederignon) A 
. gracious 

{d) Iſai. vi. 10, © ab CXIX. 1 . 158. (05 Phal. exix. 136. 
(s) Jer. ix. 1. öh) Mat. viü. 12. (i) Heb. av. 15, 
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gracious Shepherd, who gathers the Lambs in bis Arms, 
and carries them in his Boſom, and gently leads theſe 
that are with Young (K). | 
Bur that we may not too much digreſs on ſo 
' copious, .though» ſo delightful, a Theme, let us 
now apply the Thought to the View of thoſe Sor- 
rows in particular, which gave Occaſion to the Men- 
tion of it; the Removal of dear and pious Friends, 
and the Conſideration of the Calamity and Dege- 
neracy of Mankind. 
Wur our Heart is overwhelmed Dich us, on 
Occaſion of the Removal of thoſe who were deareſt 
10 us in the Bands of Nature and of Love, what a 
Shelter is here! to come to this immortal Friend, 
ay open to Him all the Anguiſh of our Souls! 
Bleſſed Redeemer ! Behold me in a Caſe, which 
„ was once Thine own Thou knoweſt what it is 
„ to be in this ſad Circumſtance, t# be weeping 
„ over the Grave of. 4 Friend, Let what Thine 
* own gentle beneyolent Heart then felt, engage 
« thee to pity what I now feel, and to pour Balm 
* into this deep and painful Wound! Oh let 
*« my Heart be more open to Thee, now this dear 
Gueſt has quitted its Apartment in it ! Raiſe my 
« Soul from that Duſt to which it is fondly cleav- 
« ing, to Thy glorious and amiable Self ! Make 
e up my Loſs in a more abundant Communication 
% of Thy Divine Friendſhip, and J ſhall own it 
« a rich ö for whatever Mortality can in- 
* vade !“? f 
AAN, under that Diſtreſs on Account of 
the Calamitits or Degeneracy of Human Nature, 
which the beſt of Men do moſt tenderly feel, let 
us apply ourſelves to CHRIST, as the great Phys 
cian, Who can cure the one and the other; as 
one who condeſcended to come into the World, that . 
* * A. — 5 be ſaved on * when 
4 n (34 64 We 
92 ta xl. 11. 09 John fi. 17: 7 
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we ſee, as we ſhall often ſee, the Feebleneſs of our 
own Attempts z and are grieved to obſerve, how 
little we can do to ſupply the Neceſſitous, to com- 
fort the Sorrowful, or to reform the Vicious; let 
us humbly commend them to Him; hoſe Arm is 
almighty, whoſe Treaſures of Grace and Love are 
inexhauſtible. In a Word, let us with all the Im- 
portunity of Faith and Prayer urge Him to redreſs 
what he once bewailed, and to haſten that happy 
Day, when every Thing that offends ſhall' be 1aken out 
of bis Kingdom (m), and a Face of univerſal” Ho- 
lineſs and Joy ſhall be ſpread through all its ſpa- 
cious Provinces, and ane for ever there. 


- FxoM' the Turr ef Ca ler ut the dane 
0 Lazarus we may infer, that the Death of 
bis Saints | is ſtill Previous in his Sight. © 


Tuner is not ſurely in Human Life a more 
cutting Circumſtance,' than the Sight of a dying 
Friend. When all the Importunity of Prayer, the 
Preſcriptions of Art, and the Offices of Love have 
been tried in vain ; when Phyſicians own the Caſe 
to be deſperate, and the Symptoms of it are ſo evi- 
dent, that we cannot ſo much as flatter ourſelves 
with one remaining, though” deluſive Hope, in 
Favour of a Life which perhaps we would gladly 
ranſom with our own': Yet even then, with what 
officious though unavailing Eagerneſs do we re- 
turn to the Bed of Languiſhing ? and while our 
Eyes are weeping, and our Hearts bleeding, how 
willingly do we paſs through Days'of Confinement 
and Nights of Wakefulnek, if we may but con- 
tribute to make the Paſſage to the Grave a little 
the ſmoother, when the Journey cannot be 
MOVE ? Bur alas, _ er 84 our Efforts 


% VER 


(m) Mat. xiii. 41, 


/ 
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appear, and how weak and impotent all our Pity 
and our Friendſhip! ! | | 
Ir us then, from the Subject we are now 
upon, draw a Conſolation with regard to our pious 
Friends, which may ſurely as a reviving Cordial 
raiſe our Spirits when they droop, and mingle 
Praiſes. with our Tears. JES us attends them, 
though in an invifible Form; and the Eye that 
wept over Lazarus, is with inceſſant Care fixed upon 
them. Can we imagine, that he is grown leſs gra- 
eions on his Removal to the Heavenly World ? It 
is true, that he has laid aſide thoſe Expreſſions of 
Compaſſion, which are peculiar to animal Nature 
in this inferior State; and Drops of Grief, and 
Senuments of Sorrow, can have no farther Place. 
Yer fill on the Throne of his Glory he xetains a 
Kind of royal Compaſſion 3 and in this Reſpect, 
as well as another, having loved bis own that are in 
the Warld, he loves them even 10 the End (n). He 
doth indeed, for wiſe and gracious Reaſons, per- 
mit and appoint their Death; but as be cannot be 
abſent frum any Place, or unacquainted with any 
Circumſtance of Mankind, we may aſſure our- 
ſelves, that he is pot an unconcerned Spectator, 
when his Servants are ſtruggling away their Breath, 
and fainting off from the Stage of Mortality. The 
Compaſſions of a Fellow- Mortal are vain and 4ruit- 
leſs ; but thoſe of a GOD are iußinitsly important. 
He can moderate their dying Agonies, or com- 
municate inward Strength in Proportion to them. 
He has a gentle Voice, which can aſſure them, 
that abeir Sins are forgiven them ; and attendant An- 
Is are at his Command, to convoy them to the 
egions af Glory. Nay, we may aſſure ourſelves, 
that as their great and good Shepherd, he will him- 
ſelf. #4 with them, when they paſs through the dark 
Fal of the Shadow of Death ; and bis Rad, W 1 
, þ a 3 


la) John xi. 1. 


NM Av 2 


w 
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Staff, will yet comfort them (o). We may hope, that 
by his Care Rays of Glory ſhall chear them through 
the Gloom; and the“ Gates of the imorfible World, 
of which he holds the Keys (p), ſhall be opened 
upon them, in a Manner whech ſhall Teaſt ſhock 
and ſurprize. He will ſurely mami bimſoif 10 
them by ſuch gracious Tokens, and embrace their 


ſeparate Spirits with ſueh unknown Endearments, 


as ſhall leave no Room! for ene Moment's Terror, 
or even a Moment's Sefpicion. He will delight to 
teach them the Songs © of Heaven, - as ſoon as the 
Breath paffes from their motral Lips; and attemper 
the Rays of opening Glory in ſuch à Manner, as 
he knows moſt ſurtable to the Star of ene new 
born from Fleſh. ©! | 
Tust Meditations: TY -enturally- eontodted 
with the Subject; and J am fure, they are full of 
Divine Conſolation, to ſupport us under the Death 
of our pious Friends, and in the Views of our 
own, which is fo ſoot to ſueceed it: Especially, 
when connected with the = n 1 your 
ſuggeſt,” viz. | 


5. Wirn what koly T -itph will Conti 
rejoice over all his People; when he hath finally 
recovered them from the Power of the Grave, 


and deſtroyed {bal laſt wy ? 


WHaT our Lord did i in this Inſtance for Laza- 
7us, was but an imperfect Specimen of what he in- 
tends ſhortly to do for all that fleep-in bim. All 
that are m their Graves ſhall bear his Voice, and come 


forth (q) ; and the Dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt (r). 


Delightful Profpect, for the Redeemer; and all 
the Redeemed ! While Cux is r was thus corps 
over Lazaras, he knew n would . (5); and we 

may 


(6) Paal. xxili. 4. Rex 18. 3 
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may aſſure ourſelves, that his gracious Heart felt a 
ſecret unutterable Pleaſure in the Thought of it. 
It muſt. be delightful to him, while ſympathizing 
with theſe Mourners, to reflect how ſoon he ſhould 
give them Beauty for Abbes, the Oil of Foy for Mourn- 
ing, and. the Garmont of Praiſe for the Spirit of Hea- 


1 wineſs (t) how ſoon he ſhould turn their Sorrow 


into Raptures of pleaſing Surprize, by the Revival 
of this lamented Friend. And when he came to 
the Tomb, and ſpake thoſe divinely efficacious 
Words, Lazarus, come ferth; who can deſcribe, or 
r the moving Circumſtances that attended 
it!, Wich what Tranſport. did Lazarus, and Martha, 
and Mary, embrace and congratulate each other? 
With what a Mixture of Amazement and Grati- 
tude did they all proſtrate themſelves at the Feet 
of their Almighty Saviour? and with what Fer- 
vours of Devotion and Love did the newly ran- 
ſomed Captive ef the Graue conſecrate to him the 
Life which he had renewed? A Stranger muſt 
have beheld ſuch a; Sight with Pleaſure: How 
much fublimer Delight muſt it then give to the 
great Author of ſuch mutual Happinels ! 

Bur, Oh my Brethren, what was this Reſurrec- 
tion of Lazarus to a mortal and a {ſinful State on 
Earth, when compared with that Reſurrettion to 
immortal Holineſs and Glory which CHRIST is 
deſigning for all his People] Surely the very Proſ- 

of it muſt delight his compaſſionate Heart, 
and add new Joys to his Throne, at. the Right 
Hand of the Majeſty on higb. Death is making Ha- 
vock among his Subjects here  bo/e whom he loveth, 
are, fick and dying; their Countenances gather, Black: 
neſs (u), and their Bones are, ſcattered at ibe Graves 
Manch (x) But he foreſees the Day, when he ſhall 
lead Captivity captive; and he. ſeems to glory 1 in the 


View of it, and to comfort himſelf (as it were) in, 
the 


(0 Iſai. Ixi, 3. (au) Joel, 6. © Pal, cxli. 7. 
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the Thought of that ample Vengeance which he 
will ſhortly rake on their cruel Deſtroyer, | Is not 
that the Language of thoſe ſublime Words ? J 


will ranſom them from the Power of the Grave: I will 


redeem them from Death: O Death, I will be thy. 
Plagues; O Grave, I will be thy Defirution , Repentance 
ſhall be bid from mine Eyes (y.) Like an inexorable 
« Conqueror, I will aboliſh the very Memorial of 
er "thee? | . = 
AnD when the glorious Work is accomplithed, 
with what Complacency and Delight will he ſurvey 
it! How joyfully will he welcome that important 

Day, which is to wipe away ihe Reproach of his Ser- 
vants, and to clothe them with Beauty, Honour, 
and Immortality! When he ſees them ſpringing 
out of their Graves, as a mighty Nation born at. 
once, and ſhining in his own compleat Likenels, 
with what Pleaſure will he view that happy Change, 
hear their mutual Congratulations, and accept their 
united Praiſes! Attendant Angels will undoubtedly. 
rejoice 3 the Morning Stars will fing ſweeter, than at 
laying the Foundations of the Earth, and the Sons 
of God will ſhout louder for Foy (z). With what 
Pleaſure then muſt the bleſſed Je$vs view it, as 
the Work of his own Love, and be Travail of bis. 
very Soul ie 6 
*T1s a known Circumſtance in the Story of Au- 
guſtus Ceſar, that when he was quitting Empire and 
Life, he expreſſed his great Satisfaction in the Im- 
provements he had made in the Buildings of Rome, 
ſo that whereas he found it Brick, he left it Marble . 
But furely CHR isT may much more juſtly glory in 
it, when he deſcends in all the Pomp of the Reſur- 
reftion-Day, that he has made à nobler Change, even 
in this corporeal Part of our Nature; and that 
D whereas 


(y) Ho. xiii. 14 (2) Job xxxvili. 1 1 
+ Jure fit gloriatus, marmoream ſe relinquere, quam lateri- 
tiam accepiſſet. Sueton. Vit. Aug. cap. 28. 
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whereay he found it mortal corruptible Clay, he has 
raiſed it to a S/rength and Splendor ſuperior to that of 
Marble or Adamant. This is the Joy and Triumph 
of the bleffeqd” Jtsvs : This is the glorious Hope, 
that animates the Chriſtian under the, mournful 
Proſpect of the Ravages of Death. _ 


"GLorrovs Hope! reviving Thought! at once. 
adequate to the Sorrows of this Day; to the ſolemn 
Orcaſſon of which I muſt now turn, and perſuade, 
myſelf, I ſhall not treſpaſs on your Patience, though 
Fſhould a little tranſgreſs the Limits of your Time, 
while T fpeak of that venerable and excellent Per- 
ſon, of that dear, amiable, generous Friend, whoſe. 
much lamented, Removal has directed our Medita- 
tions to this fruitful Subject, on which it has, been 
ſo hard to confine them. | 


""Tnx Reverend and eminently worthy Dr. Sa- 
mue ! Clark had the Honour to be deſcended from 
Anceſtors remarkable for their Learning and Piety. 
My. Samuel Clark of Bennet Fink, ſo well known by 
his Hiſtorical Writings, was his great Grandfather 
by the Father's Side *; and Mr. Samuel Clark of 
Hleſtury, the Author of thoſe judicious Annota-- 
tions on the Bille, which are ſtill ſo generally eſteem- 
ed, was his Mother's Father. As he bore the. 
Name of each, he imitated them both, as well in 
their Miniſterial, as Chriſtian. Character. His imme- 
diate Parents were very valuable Perſons, whom 
Gop ſpared to an advanced Age to rejoice in ſuch 

. w er e a Son; 

I have often heard D. Clark expreſs the great Satisfaction 
he had, * reading a; Piece. of 2 . — called 
Select Lives, in a imall Folio. It indeed contains many very 
memorable Things, no where elle to be found; and Dr. Clark 
ſaid, His early Acquaintance with it had ſo happy a Tendency, 
to form his Mind to the Knowledge and Love of inward. Reli- 


gion, and its ſecret Exerciſes, that he could not but earneſtly.” 
1ecommend it to others, eſpecially to young Theological Students, 


of the Rev. Dr. CLARK, 27 


a Son; whom, in Regard to the early Marks both 
of Genius and Serionfneſs which they diſcerned in 
him, they early copſecrated, (together with his 
younger Brother, the late Reverend Mr. Daniel 
Clark,) to the Service of the Sanctuary. He pur- 
ſued his Academical Studies under the Direction of 
the learned Dr. Ker, with whom (as J have been 
aſſured by thoſe who were then his Companions,) 
he acquired an early Reputation; particularly, for 
that accurate Acquaintance with the Greek Lan- 
guage, and that intimate Knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, both of the Old and New Teſtament, in be 
Original, which is ſo important, I had almoſt ſaid, 
ſo indiſpenſable a Part of Miniſterial Furniture. 
Wurm he left the Academy, he did not chuſe 
to enter on Preaching directly, ; though I believe 
few of his Years were better qualified for it: But 
he reſided ſome Time in Two Families of Rank, 
under the Capacity of a Chaplain and Tutor; where, 
while he was directing the Studies of Young. Gen- 
tlemen committed to his Care, he was greatly im- 
roving his own. He had in one of theſe Families 
conſiderable Offers of Preferment in the Efabliſhed 
Church ; which, in Concurrence with other much 
weightier Conſiderations, put him on ſtudying the 
Foundations of Nonconformity with great Attention. 
The Reſult is well known to you, by the happy 
Effects of it, which you enjoyed for ſo many 
Tears: And though no Man was leſs inflaved to a 
Party-Spirit, or more ready, to do Juſtice and Ho- 
nour to Learning, Moderation, and Piety, where- 
ever he found any of them; yet I am authorized 
to ſay, He never repented the Choice he made, 
under all its Temporal Difadvantages: Nor is it any 
Wonder to me, that the Obſervation of growing 
Years, and the freeſt Converſe with Men and 
Books, and above all, the neareſt Views of Eternity 
increaſed his Satisfaction in it, 
| E DvrING 
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_ DvrinG this Period of Retirement, of which I 
have juſt been, ſpeakipg, he gave that accurate 
Examination. to all the moſt remarkable Theological 
Controver/ies, on which he fixed his Judgment in 
Relation to them. And as he heard all the dif- 
ferent Parties of Chriſtians pleading for themſelves, 
and endeavoured to try them all by Scripture, as 
the only infallible Standard, he happily ſteered be- 
tween oppoſite Extremes: And his great natural 
Sagacity enabling him to ſee much farther into 
many Queſtions, than the Generality of Mankind 
do, he plainly. diſcerned, , that many Matters 
which have been moſt warmly debated, have re- 
lated to what is Circumſtantial rather than Eſeential 
in the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and when ſifted 
to the Bottom, relate rather to different Phraſes, 
than different Ideas. This gave him that Mode- 
ration, for which he was ſo eminently remarkable 
and amiable; and engaged him, while he was vi- 
gorouſly ſupporting and ſtrongly enforcing the 
great Peculiarities of the Goſpel, to hold the Truth 
in Love, and not only to bear with thoſe that ex- 
preſſed themſelves differently with Reſpect to ſome 
of them, but to pay a real Deference to thoſe va- 
Juable Qualities which he. diſcerned in them, and 
to which no Man feemed to render more impartial 
Juſtice, It was a Maxim, which he early imbibed, 
and conſtantly retained, {Shs all the Hereſies 
4% which had corrupted, and afflicted the Church, 
« owed their Original to Men's departing from 
«< the Simplicity of Scripture, and muſt derive 
« their Cure from a Return to it.” | 
Wu he appeared under the Character of a 
Preacher, he happily joined the Rational and Pa- 
thetick with the Scriptural and Evangelical Strain. 
In Conſequence of this, the moſt judicious Hearers 
were entertained, whilſt the leaſt Knowing were 
inſtructed, and they who had made the greateſt 
* Progreſs 
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Progreſs in the Divine Life were led on to farther 
Improvements. It was an Honour to the Taſte 
and Judgment of thoſe who then conſtituted "this 
Society, that they unanimouſly made Choice of him 
for their Paſtor : And who can expreſs how great 
a Bleſſing it has been to the Church and Auditory, 
to have enjoyed the Benefit of his Labours more 
than Thirty eight Years ? During which, as every 


Publick Aſſembly in which he preſided, has been 


Witneſs to the Fervency of his Prayers, and the 
excellent Matter and Tendency of his Diſcourſes ; 
ſo he has had a Teſtimony in the Conſcience of 
every one that knew him, how powerfully his In- 
ſtructions and Exhortations were enforced by the 
moſt blameleſs and honourable Converſation. 
MosT remarkably may it be ſaid of him, that 
in ſtrenuous Imitation of his Divine Maſter, He 
went about doing Good 5 and all the Branches of his 
Work were his Delight, As his Mind was fur- 
niſhed with a rich Variety of Knowledge, in Conſe- 
quence of a long and very cloſe Attention to Reading. 
Meditation, and Prayer; ſo he was always ready to 
communicate it, and deſirous to ſupport, where- 
ever he came, a Spirit of rational and improving 
Converſation z that he might fill up his Time pro- 
fitably Abroad as well as at Home, and redeem 
the Hours which are ſo frequently loſt even by 
Perſons of Knowledge and Piety. Seaſons ap- 
pointed for Meals were not exempted from this 
Care; and as the Book of Gop of Courſe furniſh- 
ed out in his own Family Food for the Mind durin 
that of the Morning 7, ſo what he daily met with 
in other Books, (often greatly improyed by his 
; 161012. (G9 27. 2 a 


+ It was in Dr. Clar#'s Family a general Cuſtom, if no 
other neceſſary Subject of Converſation occurred, for every 
Member of it preſent at Breakfaſt to repeat a Text of 'Scrip- 


ar et and I have known it from thence tranſplanted elle. 
8 c 
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own judicious Refleions,) was happily introduced 
on other Occaſions. 

His generous Heart was always working with 
ſome - benevolent and uſeful Deen; and he endea- 
voured to inſpire all about him with ſuch Senti- 
ments, and to encourage to the utmoſt every 
worthy Purſuit, whether in his Brethren in the 
Miniſtry, or in private Chriſtians. His Steadinefs 
of Temper carried him through the various Acci- 
dents of Life, with uncommon Compoſure. Far 
from' that defultory Temper, which is often ſo fatal 
to the Uſefulneſs even of great Men, he purſued 
with perſevering Patience whatever good Defign 
he undertook ; and that Prudence which was fo 
diſtinguiſhed a Part of his Character, enabled him 
to judge of the Importance of Ends, and the 
— Meaſures of obtaining them: So that I 

ve ſeldom known any, who appeared to ſuffer 

fewer Diſappointments' in the Profccution of their 
Schemes than he. 
His great Modeſty did ibddeech prevent him from 
ſome Publick Services, of which he was on many 
Accounts very capable: I mean, inſtructing the 
World more frequently from” the Preſs. But the 
ſew Specimens of this Kind which he has given, 
are ſufficient to make us regret there are no more, 
and to excite our Wiſhes that ſome Way may be 
ound of reſcuing from Oblivion fore of his many 
valuable Remains, 

Ir was one Inſtance of Dr. Cloris remarkable 
Wiſdom, that he was a moſt attentive Ob/erver of 
Bonner: And the Conduct of Providence to- 
wards him was, in many Reſpects, peculiarly 
worthy of Obſervation-: He deligbted brmſelf” in the 
Almighty, and Gop gave him the Deferes e of bis Heart. 

Hz was undoubtedly one of the happieſt, as 
well as one of che beſt of Men, in domeftick Liſe; 
0 N for a long Courſe of Years. Fragen 
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ſeemed to attend on all his Steps. As he was 
greatly bleſſed in a moſt ſuitable, affeftionate, and 
amiable Conſort, and in a; Train of lovely Children, 
he treated them always, with the moſt endearing 
Tenderneſs, and was perpetually labouring to im- 
prove all his Influence over them, for their Ad- 
vancement in Religion, and in whatever elle might 
make them capable of increaſing Happiness. 
PRu bx taught him to form Friendſby 
with due Deliberation, and none could cultivate it 
more faithfully ; nor could any one be happien in 
expreſſing the kind Sentiments with which, his 
Heart, overflowed, wherever he profeſſed it 3 or 
more ready to think himſelf obliged, or to return 
with Intereſt. every good Office he received. And, 
the good, Hand of his Gop was remarkably upoa 
him in this Reſpect, in ſpating to him for many 
Years ſome intimate Friends, for whom he had 
through Life the higheſt Eſteem; and in raiſing 
up others towards the Cloſe of his Life, who 
ſhewed in the moſt obliging Manner the high Re- 
ſpect they paid to his Merit as ſoon as they began 
12 know 7 and the e they took in contri- 

ting to is N ineſs. 1 24) 1-238 #57 + Ub 
As Gop 7 — him: in more plentiful Cir- 
cumſtances than many of his Brethren, it appeared, 
that he. well knew how to uſe, and to become 
them. His. Mind, was too great to be in any De- 
gree elated with them, too wiſe and too good 
to fail of improving them for the beſt Purpoſes. 
His liberal: Soul deviſed liberal Things, which yet he 
was ſtudious to conceal. , He took a. peculiar Plea- 
ſure, in hoſpitably ſharing with his Brethren and 
Friends the Bounties of Divine Providence; and 
gave and received a new Supply of Spirits, while 
he was converſing with them in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances. ; 
20 Taus 
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_ Tnvs did this good and happy Man paſs 
through a long Series of Years, increaſing in 
Knowledge and in Piety, in Zeal and Uſefulneſs ; 
loving all, and by all beloved; honouring all, 
who deſerved any peculiar Regard, and by all 
ſach honoured, in Proportion to their Knowledge 
of him ; bringing Joy into every Houſe which he 
entered, and moſt of all into his own when he 
returned to it. And when, towards 'the Cloſe of 
ſo bright a Day, beavy Afflictions viſited him, he 
took Occaſion from them to exhibit new Virtues 
and Graces, and to demonſtrate that ir was not 
from Speculation alone, he had known how ſo well 
in Proſperity to inculcate the Duties of Adverſity. 
He bore frequent Viſits of acute Pain, with un- 
common Patience and Chearfulneſs : And though 
the unutterable Pleaſure he took in exerting him- 
ſelf continually in publick Service, rendered his 
Paralytick Diſorders peculiarly grievous; yet even 
theſe he ſupported with great Reſignation to the 
Will of Gop, and chearful Hope in his long ex- 
perienced Goodneſs. And in this Viſitation, 
ſurrounded him in a' Manner well worthy of our 
Recollection. Though his Speech was fo much af- 
fected by it, as to render him, for more than a 
Year and an Half, incapable of the Labours of 
the Pulpit, yet his Underſtanding continued in its 
full Vigour; nor did I ever hear him diſcourſe with 
more Sagacity and Penetration, or pray with more 
Readineſs or Propriety of Expreſſion, than ſince 
this lamented Complaint feized him: And he was 
ſtill capable of Study, which to his lateſt Days he 
purſued with as much Eagerneſs, as if he had juſt 
been laying in his Furniture for the Miniſtry. 

Trzxre ſeemed alſo a providential Beauty in the 
Viciſſitudes of Dr. Clark's Illneſs and Recovery. 
Whereas he was ſo extreamly afflicted for a conſi- 
derable Time at Bath with a Complication of 
ana Diſtempers, 
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Diſtempers, that his kilful "Phyſician ſcarce" ex- 
pected to have found him alive at his Return, for 
ſeveral Days; his Spirits fill "Kept up tothe 
Amizement of all that were arbund him, and be 
diſcovered a Seretity which nothing could diſcom- 
poſe, a Chearfulneſs which nothing could over- 
bear. Thus he #riumpbed over Death, when it ſeem- 
ed to make its neareſt” and moſt deliberate Ap- 
proaches: And after this you know, in how ſat- 
prizing a Mariner he was given back to the Prayers 
which were offered for him, and reſtored to his 
own Honſe, and the Houſe of his Friends again 3 
yea, what was to him moſt delightful of all, re- 
ſtored to the Houſe of bis Gob. I cannot ex- 
preſs the Pleaſure with which I reflect upon it, 
that the 23 Sabbath, and almoſt che 13% Day of his 
Life, was ſpent with you in this Place; and that 
he was adminiſtring the Sacräment of the Lords 
Supper to you, but a few Hours befote he received 
his final Diſcharge from the Services of this lower 
World *. And truly, I think the Circumſtances 
of that Diſcharge peculiarly favourable. To be 
ſo ſuddenly ruck as to be able only by a ſpeak- 
ing Smile to teſtify to the dear Relatives then 
near him, the ſecret” Tranquility and Joy of his 
Heart, when all the Powers of Utterance and of 
Nature were failing him at once ; and then to take 
Flight for Heaven, without ſo much . 1 es: 
is a Death. greatly to be congratulated, when 
viewed in Connection with nuch z Li. o 

On my Brechten, what ſhall I ſay? With Dif. 
ficulty indeed do I reſtrain a thouſand — 
which ate riſing in my Mind, While 1 ſpeak 9 
my Friend, of my. Faiber, for ſuch I may properly 
call him, if all the Offices of paternal Tenderneis 
and Care can merit that Title. We cannot but 
on Tord. Day, Dec. 2. whereas he died on the Tun 
bay following. „ 2148 3 HALEN "FF 
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34 Sermon on the Death 
mourn, yet let us rejoice too. Let us rejoice, that 
We have known bim, and known him to be ſuc 
Man; that he has marked his Way with fac 
diſtinguiſhed Uſefulneſs, and feattered fo many 
Bleſſings, of which ſo many are left behind him. 
As when Dorcas was gone, ſurviving Friends ſbewed 
-tbe' Garments which" e bad made for the Poor. as 
Memorials of her Goodneſs 3 ſo may I this Day 
het many remaining, man) preſent Effefts of Dr. 
Clarhs Piety and Zeal z and though ſo many of them 
may ſeem to be hidden in the Grave, yet neither 
are ibey loſt. To him, I may truly ſay, that under 
Gov J owe even myſelf, and all my Opportunities of 
publick Uſefulneſs in the Church; to him, who 
was hot only the Inſtructor of my Childhood. and 
Youth in the Principles of Religion, but my 
Guardian when an helpleſs Orphan, as well as the 
generous, tender, faithful Friend, of all my ad- 
vancing Years; By him, were many of you inſtructed 
with me ina the Courſe of Gatechiftical Lefures, and 
other Exerciſes of the like Kind, which he ſo hap- 
pily invented and diverſifyed for the Benefit of the 
riſing Generation F. To him, as the Taltrument in 
the Hand of Divine Grace, de many of you owe it, 
that early Religious Impreffions were made upon 
your Minds ; that you were introduced hetimes to 
the Table of the Lord; and that you were 
Bt ts 99, nad, If = ping FOCHID 10 el, 
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It was cuſtomary with Pr. Clark for many Ye-rs, to meet 
Young Perſons at the Veſtry on the Thur/day Evenings for Reli: 
gious Converſations, in Which he went over ſncceſtvely ſome 
vicful- Subjects, of which he gave them ſome Schemes iy 
Writing, that they might give him an Account of them. Thus 
Be wert over the Hiſtory of Scripture, the Evidences of natural 
and revealed Religion, the Reaſons of the Reformation from 
Popery, and the Ethicks of Solemun, collected from a very ju- 
dieious Analyfis- which hie made of his Pro verbs and Book © 
Leele aer He has left behind him fairly tranſcribed in Short: 
Bang, between Two and Three Hundred Diſcourſes on this laſt 
Subject, which 1 cbuld wiſh in every Hand, ſo far as I gan 


* 


judge of the Specimen I have ſcen of them. 


2 *& 


has been in all theſe Reſpects ſucceſſiwely a Blefſing 
to Parents and Cbilaren ; and he has with .unutter- 


who muſt otherwiſe. have been ee e Seat 
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formed, by all the Advantages. of Inſtruction and 
Example, to thoſe Characters which many of you ſo 


worthily and uſefully ſuſtain. In ſome Familſes he 


able Pleaſure ſeen in many of you, that bis La- 


 bours have not been in vain in the Lord. And I cannot 
look upon the Children f the Charity School naw - 


preſent, without recollecting, that it is now more 
than Thirty Years ſince it was founded by his 
pious, Care, exciting the Generalijty of his Flock, to 
make (if I miſtake not,) be fi Effort of this Kind, 
that was ever made among tbe Diſſenters in the Country 3 


which has ſince been followed in many other Places 


with happy Succeſs, and which I hope will, fill 
be, as I am ſure the Inſtitution here has already 


been, a Means of great Good, with Reſpect both 


to the Temporal. and Eternal Intereſt of many, 


Ignorance and Wretched nes. ein IHE 
Sucu ate the Monuments, which our honoured 
Friend has left behind him: And may they ng 
remain! May the Effects of his pious and 

lent Labours, be pnore and morę canſpicuous ! 
Grievous indeed woald it be, if any who heard 
ſuch Exhortations, and ſaw them illuſtrated. by 


ſuch an Example, ſhould remain unimpreſſed with 
a Senſe of Divine Things, If there be any ſuch 


Preſent, let me intreat them to hear him once 


more while" dead, yet ſpeaking. Let me intreat 


them to give an attentive Peryſal to thoſe excellent 


Sermons on tbe Fally of Irreſolutian in Religion, which 


at our united Requeſt he publiſhed: They ſeem 
ſufficient to convince every Conſcience; and Oh 
that Divine Grace might add Efficacy to the Con- 
viction! As ſor thoſe: of us, who by that Grace have 


felt and ſubmitted to the Power of ſuch Conſidera- 


tions, and are now ſerving Gop in the Sincerity of 
our 


26 4 Se a the Heath, Kc. 
dur 3 . can 1 more ſeaſopable, under 
1 Our preſent Diſtreſs, than to have Recourſe to thar 
Cabin of Scriplure-Promiſes, which he fo judici- 
3 *oully ranged in Compariſon with the Characters to 
which — are made, Let us drink of theſe 
living Streams, from that Fountain which En 
never be drawn dry, and our Souls ſhall be fe- 
el and we mall be taught to ſay, with a 
Joy, which a Loſs like this will not. be able to take 
be Lord liveth, and bleſſed be our Rock; and 
TW * Ll our 9 be fen. Amen! "1 
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